NAME 							
6th Grade Social Studies
Ancient Rome: The beginning and Vocabulary

The Mythical Roots of Rome

Directions: Read the paragraph and then answer the questions that follow.

Rome is the capital city of Italy.  The building of Rome started in 753 BC and the Romans developed a story to explain how it was built. They believed that twin boys, Romulus and Remus, were taken from their mother and left by the river Tiber to starve.  It is thought that a mother wolf found the babies and looked after them until they were old enough to take care of themselves.  The myth goes on to say that years later, Mars (the Roman God of war) told the boys to build a city on the spot where they had been found.  The two boys built this city, but ended up fighting with each other when Remus became jealous and attacked Romulus.  Romulus won the battle and the city became known as Rome.  Today, historians and archaeologists believe that people started living in Rome long before the time of Romulus and Remus. Despite the beliefs of the archaeologists and historians many people living in the area today still believe in the mythical legend of Remus and Romulus.

Questions:
1. According to the myth who is responsible for setting up the city of Rome?
																														
2. How were Remus and Romulus saved?
																														
3. Why would people still believe in this myth?
																														
4. Why do you think this story started?
																														
5. Do you think this myth is plausible (believable)? Why or why not?
																																													
  

Vocabulary for Rome


Please write down the definition next to the term by either looking up online or in a dictionary.

People:
Jesus _____________________________________________________________________________________________
Caesar____________________________________________________________________________________________
Augustus __________________________________________________________________________________________
Romulus ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Remus ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Constantine ________________________________________________________________________________________


Job Titles, Ranks, or Groups of people:
Barbarian __________________________________________________________________________________________
Gladiator __________________________________________________________________________________________
Messiah ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Patrician __________________________________________________________________________________________
Plebian ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Latin ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Legions ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Disciple____________________________________________________________________________________________

Government and Law Terms:
Empire ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Citizens _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Senate ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Republic ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
12 tables ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Things, Places or structures:
Aqueducts ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Colosseum ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mount Vesuvius ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Pantheon ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parthanon ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chariots _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bible _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Miscellaneous Terms:
Christianity __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Parable _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pax Romana _________________________________________________________________________________________________
Triumvirate __________________________________________________________________________________________________

